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What are Abutton battery (sometimes called coin or lithium batteries] is a small single
button cell flat battery, shaped like a button. They vary in size, from 0.5cm to 2.5cm in
- ) width, and are found in household items such as children’s toys, remotes,
batteries? calculators, musical cards, watches, kitchen scales, even car keys!

Swallowing or inserting any button battery, old or new, can cause life
threatening injuries and even death.

Why are they When swallowed, the left over electrical current in a button battery reacts with
dangerous? moisture to produce a strong alkali chemical. The chemical can cause serious
internal burns and bleeding. They can also leak chemicals that cause burns -
remember, a button battery stuck anywhere (ear/nose etc.) is an emergency.
Children often swallow button batteries without anyone knowing. Parents
sometimes hear or witness choking as the battery is swallowed.

What are the Children can have no symptoms at all. Suspicion a child has swallowed
signs of abutton battery is enough to seek urgent medical attention!

. P
mgestlon * Possible symptoms include; Decreased appetite, difficulty eating solids (may
still be able to drink], drooling, noisy breathing, coughing, vomiting,
regurgitation of food, fever and chest pain (may make a grunting noise),
spitting blood, blood-stained saliva, very dark stained/black bowel motions.
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